
U R G E N C Y
Pigs are one of the most intel l igent animals ,  yet  they
are st i l l  kept in factory-farm condit ions that we know
harm their  welfare.  Change is  urgent.  Now is  the t ime
to design pig farming systems that better  respect the
emotional  and behavioural  needs of pigs ,  better
support  farmers ’  wel l-being,  and protect the
envi ronmental .  We are br inging more empathy into
animal  agr iculture.

The main focus of pig farming should not be on
eff ic iency or  product ion,  but on the quest ion:  what
does the animal  need to fu l ly  express i ts  natural
behavior  and dignity ,  and how do we trans late that
into an economical ly  and ecological ly  sustainable
system? In th is  approach,  care for  the animal  is  not
an emotional  idea,  but a pract ical  design pr inciple.  I t
inf luences concrete choices in housing,  management,
genet ics ,  nutr i t ion,  and supply chain col laborat ion.
The educat ional  pig center  wi l l  be the pract ical
outcome of th is  v is ion:  a place where pig farming,
research,  and educat ion come together in a “ l iv ing
lab,”  enabl ing system change from within.

This  new educat ional  farm wi l l  show that animal
welfare,   economic v iabi l i ty ,  and societal  re levance
do not exclude each other ,  but instead reinforce one
another.

E y e s  o n  H a p p y  P i g s
E d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  f o r  P i g  B e h a v i o u r  a n d  W e l f a r e

The urgency to move pigs off  s latted f loors is
h igh.  P igs hardly  have a l i fe worth l iv ing when in
this  k ind of envi ronment.

Many of those pigs develop pleur i t is ,  around 15–
20% in the Nether lands,  making breathing
painful  due to inf lammation of the lungs and
pleura.

At the same t ime,  they cont inuously  l ive above
their  own excrements ,  where ammonia i r r i tates
the respiratory t ract.  For  pigs ,  with their  h ighly
sensi t ive snout and sense of smel l ,  th is
intensif ies the discomfort  with every breath.

TAIL BITING
On s latted f loors ,  p igs are also unable to root ,
which is  a fundamental  behavioral  need for
pigs.  Their  snouts and brains are specif ical ly
designed to explore their  envi ronment and
search for  food; being unable to perform this
behavior  leads to f rustrat ion and tai l  b i t ing.  The
f loors themselves also contr ibute to lameness
and in jur ies due to poor gr ip and the gaps
between the s lats .  Phasing out s latted f loors in
barn design is  therefore an absolute necess i ty
to improve pig welfare.

The foundations for  the educat ional  pig center  are al ready in place:  the animals ,  the land,
the bui ld ing permits ,  the sk i l l s ,  and the pass ion.  With your help,  we can make th is  a real i ty .

Be a part  of  the solution:  help put an end to pigs being kept on
uncomfortable slatted f loors above the stench of  their  own slurry pits.

Give them the chance to root and nest in  dry bedding,  so they can enjoy a
happier  l ife.



Nowadays: Dirty,  uncomfortable
slatted f loors and ammonia-stench 

Future:  Intel l igent Pig toi let.
Clean,  dry straw and fresh air

How
The educat ional  center  is  designed around the
quest ion:  what do pigs need to express their  natural
behaviour  and to have a good l i fe in a farm sett ing?
This  t rans lates into economical ly  and ecological ly
sustainable choices in housing,  management,
genet ics ,  nutr i t ion,  and supply-chain col laborat ion.
A key element of  the center  wi l l  be the instal lat ion
and demonstrat ion of Dr.  Kees Scheepens’  patented
Intel l igent P ig Toi let ,  which reduces ammonia
emiss ions by 85% and enables the reintroduct ion of
straw bedding and sol id f loors into pig farming.
Sol id f loors and straw bedding wi l l  once again
al lowing pigs to root and benef i t  f rom a clean and
comfortable l iv ing envi ronment.

What
The goal  is  to bui ld and run an innovat ive
educational  center  and pi lot  barn where animal-
fr iendly ,  empathy-dr iven pig farming is  not only
taught ,  but put into dai ly  pract ice.  The knowledge
developed here wi l l  be act ively  shared with
farmers ,  agr icultural  and veter inar ian students ,  and
other profess ionals .  In  th is  new housing system pigs
can root ,  fo l low their  natural  cur ios i ty  and l ive a
happy l i fe on straw and bedding in a c lean
envi ronment with f resh ai r .  Ear l ier  s imi lar  in i t i taives
in the Nether lands,  l ike the pig research faci l i t ies
in Raalte,  Sterksel ,  and Rosmalen were closed-
down by Wageningen Univers i ty  & Research,
creat ing a big void.  This  in i t iat ive wi l l  re-establ ish
a much-needed,  hands-on learning envi ronment—
serv ing as an internat ional  knowledge hub for
farmers and profess ionals  f rom around the wor ld.

This  in i t iat ive was developed by Dr.  Kees
Scheepens,  a Dutch pig veter inar ian from the
Walnoot & Wi lg Foundation.  He is  a lso known as
“the pig whisperer” .  Drawing on years of  hands-on
exper ience and a deep understanding of pig
behaviour ,  he developed the concept for  th is
educat ional  center .  Kees is  an expert  on pig
behaviour  and knows what pigs need to express
their  natural  behaviour  l ike root ing and l iv ing in
social  groups.

Who



The patented Intel l igent P ig Toi let ,  developed by
Dr.  Kees Scheepens uses,  the intel l igence of pigs
to separate ur ine and feces at the source.  By
rewarding the pigs with a hazelnut ,  p igs learn
within a few days to ur inate in a separate ur inal .
This  reduces ammonia emiss ions by 80–85% and
produces high-qual i ty  fert i l izer  for  sustainable
soi l  management.  On factory-farms,  ammonia is
very h igh and pol lut ing as ur ine and feces are
mixed in a s lurry  pit  below the pigs.  There is  no
separat ion of ur ine from feces.  
Because the Intel l igent P ig Toi let  reduces
ammonia almost ent i re ly ,  energy- intensive ai r
washers are no longer necessary.  Ai r  washers are
often a f i re-hazard so i t  i s  good to phase them
out.

Want to learn more about the Intel l igent P ig
Toi let? Cl ick the l ink below for  an animated f i lm
explain ing how i t  works.

I n t e l l i g e n t  P i g  T o i l e t

The Intel l igent Pig Toilet  2021
(youtube.com)

I n t e l l i g e n t  P i g  T o i l e t

O u t c o m e
The educat ional  center  serves as a pract ical  hub
where research,  educat ion and farming pract ices
converge enabl ing system-change from within.  I t
demonstrates that animal  welfare,  econologal
responsibi l i ty  and economic v iabi l i ty  are not oppsing
forces but can act ively  st rengthen one another.  
In  doing so,  i t  provides a concrete and scalable
alternat ive to factory-farming systems.  Vis i tors  f rom
around the wor ld are act ively  inv i ted to come, learn
and apply the gained knowledge themselves.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2TJ8aK_oOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2TJ8aK_oOI


W h e r e
The educat ional  center  wi l l  be bui l t  just  outs ide
the town of Oirschot in the Nether lands.  Oirschot
is  in  the Dutch province of North-Brabant ,  the
area with the greatest  number of factory-farmed
pigs of the wor ld.  The perfect place to start !

From an old dairy barn to a
pig educational center
The old dairy  barn on s i te wi l l  be t ransformed into
a modern,  sustainable pig barn featur ing 16
patented intel l igent P ig Toi lets .  The barn is
designed so that pigs can express their  natural
behaviors :  root ing,  sn iff ing,  p laying,  and i l lustrate
their  intel l igence in us ing the toi let .  They wi l l  have
access to wood chips ,  long-stemmed straw (great
for  root ing and chewing in)  and even outdoor
f ie lds to further root in .
Beyond animal-welfare the farm serves as an
educational  p latform offer ing interact ive
workshops and guided tours that demonstrate
empathic agr iculture in pract ice.  The project also
under l ines the value of preserv ing robust  her i tage
breeds,  such as Berkshi res.  In  col laborat ion with
Wageningen Univers i ty ,  further test ing wi l l  be done
on the emiss ion reduct ion potent ia l  of  the
Intel l igent P ig Toi let  and f ine tuning wi l l  cont inue
to take place to reach fu l l  potent ia l .  
The use of leftovers f rom the food industry  wi l l  be
incorporated into the center ,  not only  for
envi ronmental  reasons but also to further increase
joy for  the pigs.



Construction of the educational barn
including the interior pens each one
equipped with an Intelligent Pig Toilet and
gates for outdoor access.

€750.000

Construction of a storage shed for the food
leftovers (for pigs),

€50.000

Educational venue with training facilities €100.000

Preparation and fencing of large outdoor
fields.

€50.000

Operational costs education center (2026–
2030)

€300.000

Research (WUR-collaboration) €65.000

Unexpected costs €50.000

Total costs €1.365000

Y o u r  D o n a t i o n
Y o u r  I m p a c t
With your support ,  Walnoot & Wi lg Foundation can
dr ive posit ive change in pig farming making factory
farms redundant.  Through our educat ional  center ,  we
share th is  knowledge with farmers ,  pol icy makers and
consumers creat ing a r ipple effect not only  in  the
Nether lands but across Europe and beyond. Together ,
we work towards a future where pig welfare and
sustainabi l i ty  come f i rst .

As a donor you receive immediate recognit ion:
Your name wi l l  be honoured on a special  p laque on
the front door of  the barn,  you wi l l  receive exclus ive
updates on research results  and train ings given,  and
you wi l l  have the opportunity  to be among the f i rst  to
see l ive how empathet ic pig farming works in pract ice.
There wi l l  be guided tours and special  v is i t  days.

Your name on Eyes on Happy Pigs:
A plaque with your name at the Eyes on Happy Pigs
Educat ional  Center represents a personal  contr ibut ion
of €50,000 and measures 60 x 12 cm. This  v is ib ly
supports  our  miss ion.

Not everyone can donate the fu l l  amount -  and we
understand that.  That ’s  why we also offer  the opt ion
to partner up with another organizat ion or  company.
By jo int ly  contr ibut ing €50,000,  both names wi l l
appear on a s ingle plaque.

Smal ler  contr ibut ions are also poss ible and very
welcome. The names of smal ler  donors wi l l  be publ ic ly
l i s ted.

P i g s  D e s e r v e  I t
System change and innovat ion require investment.
To make our educat ional  center  a leading example
of empathet ic and sustainable pig farming,  we
need support .  Your contr ibut ion makes i t  poss ible
to further develop pig welfare,  educat ion and
disseminate the pr inciples of  empathic pig
farming.

The total  project budget is  € 1 ,365,000 and covers
the costs  for  construct ion,  infrastructure,  and the
f i rst  5 years to operate i t  and run the t rain ing
act iv i t ies of  the educat ional  center .  Below is  an
overv iew of the main costs :

The total  amount of  € 1 ,365,000 may seem high but
the educat ional  farm can al ready be real ized i f  28
companies or  organizat ions each contr ibute
€50,000.  

With your support  we can create a last ing impact
together!

E n d o r s e r s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t
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